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Practice summary 

Amanda has returned to private practice following her appointment as Judge of the Federal Circuit Court 
having been immersed in the changing world of digital legal practice where Microsoft Teams became the 
norm and legal practice became paperless. She brings with her vast legal knowledge being admitted to 
practice as a Barrister in 1991 and practising continuously at the private Bar until accepting a judicial 
appointment in 2017.  

Amanda has rejoined Blackburn Chambers in Canberra. In addition, she has joined Win Paten 
Chambers on Level 14 107 North Quay Brisbane and holds a current Practising Certificate. Amanda is a 
Nationally Accredited Mediator (UWA) and Nationally Accredited Arbitrator (AIFLAM) 

Areas of Practice 

• Administrative Law including Merits & Judicial Review 
• Appeals 
• Child Protection 
• Contractual Disputes 
• Criminal Law 
• Employment & Industrial Law 
• Family Law 
• Family Violence 
• Inquests, Commissions of Inquiry 
• Professional Misconduct & Occupational Disciplinary matters 
• Regulatory Prosecutions 
• Trade Practices & Consumer Protection 
• Work, Health & Safety matters 

 
Appointments 

• Judge, Federal Circuit Court, 2017-2023 
 

• Barrister, ACT + NSW, 1995-2017  

• Barrister, ACT + NSW + QLD, 2023-present 

• Commissioner, Legal Aid ACT, 15 years 

• Prosecutor, Commonwealth/ACT D.P.P., 1991-1995 

 
 
 

Amanda Tonkin 
Barrister 
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This curriculum vitae is current as at 09 April 2024. 
 

Contact 
 
Phone 02 6247 5040 
Email  tonkin@blackburnchambers.com.au  
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