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Dr Esmé Shirlow practices in public international law and international arbitration, with a particular focus
on investor-State dispute settlement and State-State disputes. She accepts briefs for claimants and
respondent States in investment treaty proceedings and is available to advise and appear on international
law matters including in domestic proceedings and in disputes before international courts and tribunals.

Esmé has acted as counsel in proceedings under the major arbitral rules, including the ICSID and
UNCITRAL rules. Her case experience spans investment treaty claims under BITs and FTAs across
multiple jurisdictions, including proceedings concerning Australia, Qatar, Egypt and Kazakhstan. She
previously acted in the landmark Philip Morris Asia v Australia tobacco plain packaging arbitration and in
proceedings brought before the International Court of Justice by Timor-Leste. She has also served as
legal associate to several investment treaty tribunals.

In addition to her practice, Esmé is an Associate Professor at the Australian National University’s College
of Law, Governance and Policy, where she teaches and researches international investment law,
international dispute settlement, and public international law. Among other works, she is the author of
Judging at the Interface: Deference to Domestic Authority in International Adjudication (Cambridge
University Press, 2021) and co-editor of By Peaceful Means: International Adjudication and

Arbitration (Oxford University Press, 2024). Her edited volume on the Vienna Convention on the Law of
Treaties in investor-State disputes (Kluwer, 2022) was awarded the 2024 American Society of
International Law Certificate of Merit. She holds an ARC Discovery Grant (2026-2029) for her research on
the International Court of Justice.

Esmé has served as an expert consultant with the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, the
International Institute for Sustainable Development, and the Centre for Trade and Investment Law
established by the Government of India. She has presented at events organised by the Permanent Court
of Arbitration, International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes, American Society of
International Law, the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation, and leading law schools. Esmé serves on the
editorial boards of several international law journals, including the ICSID Review — Foreign Investment
Law Journal and Journal of International Arbitration. She has served as Vice President (Australia) of the
Australia and New Zealand Society of International Law, and currently serves as a member of the ACT
Committee of ACICA.

The types of matters Esmé works on fall into one or more of the following general descriptions:
¢ Investment arbitration

¢ International law

¢ International dispute settlement
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PhD as a Dickson Poon Scholar from King's College London, for which she was awarded the King’s Elsevier
Outstanding PhD Thesis Prize

LL.M. from the University of Cambridge, for which she was awarded the BRD Clarke Prize for Best Overall
Performance in the LL.M.; the Whewell Scholarship in International Law; the Clive Parry Prize for Best Result
in International Law; and the Amanda Perreau-Saussine de Ezcurra Prize, History and Philosophy of
International Law, amongst other prizes

LL.B. (Hons) and B.A. at the ANU
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